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QATAR HAS A WELL-DESERVED

reputation as the toughest venue and the most
challenging tournament on the Desert Swing.
Once again, the organisers have attracted

two high-fliers from America, this time in

the shape of World No.6 Steve Stricker and
Fed-Ex Cup contender and World No.13

Matt Kuchar.

Stricker was arguably the most formidable
player on the American Ryder Cup side that
came so close to retaining the trophy in Wales
last October. He combined with Tiger Woods
to win three out of four matches, then claimed
the impressive scalp of Lee Westwood in
the singles. Over the past three years he has
developed into a prolific winner on the PGA
Tour, claiming nine victories, the bulk of which
have come in the latter stages of his career.

The unorthodox Kuchar had a huge year
on the PGA Tour last season, winning the
first Fed-Ex play-off event, The Barclays,
after a tense battle with Scot Martin Laird
and notching two top 10s in majors at the
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U.S. Open and US.PGA. Both players will
complement another strong field at Doha Golf
Club, where last year Robert Karlsson held oft
spirited resistance from Lee Westwood and
big-hitting Spaniard Alvaro Quiros to score an
emotional triumph.

The likeable Swede had only just recovered
from a potentially career-threatening eye
injury, but has since gone on to enjoy an
impressive run of form. Peter Harradine’s
renowned championship layout is a proven
haven for power hitters, with Karlsson,
Quiros, Henrik Stenson and Ernie Els all
having won in the past. When the wind gets up
ball control becomes a real challenge, and its
the bombers who have been most successful
in negotiating the tricky hazards and rocky
outcrops that are such a prominent feature
on the course. More than any other course
on the Desert Swing, power is a prerequisite
to succeed at Doha Golf Club, so don’t be
surprised to see another big gun add his name

' to the trophy in 2011.
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