Joha
Golf Club

A vibrant green contrast
~jts desert surroundings

% INCE its inception in 1988
b =, — played every year at the
\ W ruggedly handsome Doha Golf
Club — the Commercial Bank Qatar
Masters has been a breeding ground
for the game’s stars.

No fewer than three players won
the Qatar Masters before going on
to win various Major Championships
while fully-established Major
champions have also prevailed over
the windswept course.

Paul Lawrie famously won the
second edition of the tournament
in 1999 and later thatyear went on
to win the Claret Jug at The Open at
Carnoustie. Australian Adam Scott
twice won in Qatar (2002, 2008)
before he clinched his maiden Major
title at the Masters in 2013 and
Henrik Stenson wowed the galleries
at Doha in 2006 before finally
becoming a Major champion at Royal
Troon a decade later.

Meganwhile multiple Major winners
Ernie Els (2005) and Retief Goosen

» (2007) also have a Mother of Pearl
trophy in their cabinet, showcasing
the tournament’s ability to attract
the best.

In keeping with its pedigree as
a tournament for the best players
in the game, 2010 US Open winner
Graeme McDowell headlines the field
this year.

First unveiled in 1997/, the layout at
Doha was the design of celebratea
golf architect PEERHEEdIne
who has work on over 160 courses
around the world, and features eight
stunning lakes, 65 giant cacti and a
number of striking limestone rock

formations that.contrast with the

pright fairways and sandy desert

peyond the ropes. B
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“I'm looking forward to returning to Doha for
the 20th Commercial Bank Qatar Masters as it
has been a few years since I've played there
and | have fond memories of the tournament.
It's a great course, there’s always a nice crowd
and it's a lovely time to visit Qatar as the
weather is ideal. It's a good way to start the
vear and I'm hoping a solid result can kick-start
a good 2017 for me." - GRAEME MCDOWELL
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