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3 tight in their nude state during our
inspection but this is apparently some sort
of optical, pre-grass illusion - they are in
fact a generous 40-55 yards wide in most
instances. All will be revealed once the
wall-to-wall Paspalum Platinum T3 grass
grows apparently and with just one fairway
bunker, to the right of the 4th fairway, the
course appears imminently playable in
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The longest running secret in Middle | . =) ‘ sy,
East golfis finally taking shape inthe ' they g, wil v rght handes with
Al Barari residential development L E— frwthernght o o ot he b e

Harradine also promises plenty of trees to
separate adjacent fairways, offer protection
to home owners where necessary and no
doubt frustrate those trying to stay out
of the wet stuff. Otherwise the stiffest
challenge will come on and around the
sizeable greens that are to be well protected
with a combined 11 large, deep bunkers.

Withourt grass and the benefit of a
loop or three with clubs in hand, it’s hard
to single out the best holes although the
par-3 4th and par-5 next look like a beauty
and beast back-to-back and the 7th will
be another stern test with all that water.
The two pars 3s also shape as thoroughly
memorable, both played to downhill greens
that are blessedly only 180 and 153 yards
from the tips (Memo to contemporary
architects: 200-yard plus par-3s are no fun
for club golfers).

Living Legends takes some finding off
the 311 but once discovered, it shapes as
a fun-friendly beacon for residents and
guests alike, especially as the layout is to
be fully floodlit. It joins Abu Dhabi G.C.,
Doha, Al Hamra, Mirage City (Egypt), plus
four other nine holers at Jebel Ali, The
Track, Sharjah and Jebel Sifah (Oman) in
Harradine Golf’s Middle East portfolio. It
might be the latest addition, but on first
evidence we trust it won't be the last. The
game here is fortunate to have an architect
with an everyday golfer (read common
sense) touch to modern day design.
- KENT GRAY
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