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Keith Waters, MENA Golf Tour, Commissioner & Chairman pictured alongside Lauri Ruuska. 

for a sudden death play off. Crockett's birdie effort 
slid agonisingly wide. Wood, having set up a six 
foot downhill chance with a nerveless long iron 
from the semi rough, poured in the putt to claim 
the title. 

"It really helped knowing it was between the 
three of us coming down the stretch;'Wood 
admitted. "That gave me real clarity. I just thought, 
I've got to beat who's in front of me here. That's all 
I can control." 

It was a simple philosophy. It was also the 
mindset of a man rediscovering his competitive 
identity. 

For Wood, the win was not about nostalgia or a 
final flourish. It was about momentum. 

"I feel like I'm hitting a lot of good shots again;' 
he said. "I'm seeing the ball flight I want to see. I'm 
making birdies. That's what gives you confidence:' 

And confidence, for a player who has lived both 
the heights of Ryder Cup glory and the quiet grind 
of rebuilding, is everything. 

"I'm not really one for looking at leaderboards or 
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rankings too much;'Wood added. "I just try to do the 
same things every day. But wins like this remind you 
that the game is still there:' 
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By the time the final putts dropped and the dust 
quite literally settled on the Egyptian swing, one thing 
became abundantly clear. This was not just a successful 
run of tournaments. It was a statement of intent. 

From New Giza to Marassi, Designed by Harradine 
Golf, Egypt delivered exactly what the Tour's relaunch 
had promised. Opportunity for young and local talent. 
A credible competitive platform for international 
hopefuls. And a genuine reset space for established 
names looking to reignite their careers. 

For emerging players, Egypt proved that elite 
level golf no longer feels a world away. Homegrown 
talents teed it up in front of friends, family and 
federation officials, shared fairways.with Ryder Cup 
veterans and DP World Tour winners, and showed 
they belong. 
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For Chris Wood, the swing felt like something 
deeper than a return to the winner's circle. It felt like 
a reintroduction. 

And for the Tour itself, Egypt delivered 
momentum. Packed fields. Competitive 
leaderboards. Dramatic finishes. Real storylines. 

These events did not feel like developmental 
footnotes. They felt like meaningful chapters in the 
global golf ecosystem. 

In a year when professional golf continues to 
evolve at speed, the MENA GolfTour's Egyptian 
swing showed how powerful the right platform can 
be. Give players a stage. Give them belief. Give them 
competition that matters. 

Whether it was a local hopeful walking off the 
18th green with his best ever finish, or a Ryder Cup 
star lifting a trophy under the Mediterranean sky, 
Egypt offered something rare in modern g·olf. 

A place where futures were launched and past 
glories found fresh relevance.That is not just a good 
couple of weeks for a Tour it's a piece of something 
much bigger. ■
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