FEATURES
BULGARIA'S GOLFING SECRET

Apapiy: Prosdchen] £ e Callernan

Champlonship golf, Balkan Mountaln scenery, an upper upscale Hyatt resort and one of Europe’s most underrated capital
cities urder an hour away. Pravets Is not yet on every golfer's radar. Frankly, that Is half the chanm.

There Is a particular pleasure in finding a golf destination before the crowds do, rather ke discovering a decent local
pub |ust before it gets 3 Sunday roast review In the papers.

Spaln, Portugal and Turkey have the Eurcpean golf break down to a sclence. You practically know the itinerary before
the plane has left the unway. Bulgara, on the other hand, tends to conjure Images of skilng, 5ofia weekends or the Black
Sea coast long before anyone thinks to mention golf.

Pravets may well change that.

GOLFING SECRET IS

By Alex Gallemore

WHERE MOUNTAINS MEET FAIRWAYS

Aol 4% mirneles by ioad rom Soha Ainport,
‘ranseLs LOf CluD and the Hyatr Regency Fravers
50 ST Deside a |a=e, ringad Dy e STars anins
or Balean Miourntairs, 1T is the sort of setting that
niakes you wondes, almaost immediatehy, why mors
._:-:II-'| s aEe 10l afedcly [ound il

e star of the show IS Petar Harradine’s 18-hole
oar- 2 Champ nnship course ‘E-..--:-.-\.h"-'_: o640
metres from the back teas, |t has hosted sedous
sourmament gol it werat st k me miost
Aol ilE Chamgionihip pedigree 11 was simply Foe
clanda il ik
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A COURSE WITH A SENSE OF HUMOUR,
AND OPFTIONS
Harradines brief was an inenesting ane. [ e orginal
5iTe s lengety TIat, Clay-masad armiand easing ganithy
Ao towands the kake, which s archifect speak For not
mch to work with, His anseser was 1o manufactune
ebsuation, movernent and Characles frough Cleswer
plantng and shaping, leaing the Bnascape do the
Py |fing wihere it could
Hamadne hirrsel desoribad his aim as creating
1 challenging b fair test)with the lake inview for
much of the rourd and he moentans wipglyving &
besckdrap o anount of Buddget could Shenae Duy
Harwirecy prdyecd in, Nair feeds ke ety the i v
Pravets does nat setoul 1o bully you. The fanway:

ererally oifer somBwnens sensioie 1o aim, thougt

that is no eecuse to switch your brain off entinety. Better

plaveers il soon hnd thamushas thinking in sk

rather than raws yandage. Take the bold line and
thewe s usually 3 rewand watting. Ply sale and wou
can still make par, though the nest shot tends to
ask 3 shighthy trickler question. That, in short, s good
design

From the fonwaed tees, higher handicappers can
srnply get the ball moving and engoy the view.
Head back towands the championship markers and
thia very same holes suddandy tumn considerably
e dermanding. A 6400 metes, thene is plenty of
rourse left for ameone deternined 1o find 1L

Space 15 another quiet heaany bese With the lake,
rmunkains and hotel all taking fums to appea
thircraghout the round, Pravets feels ke a genuine
resont coursa rather than a golf course with a haotal
attached a5 an afterthought.

Wiater inesdtably comes inbo play, and thess ans
encuagh burkers and wall placed hasmnds to keep

youn attention honest, but Pavels never tips over
Inbo unfaimess.

Then there are the: holes that stay with you.
The par-thrae sighth, plaved o an sand green,
I ther obwaous photo appaodunity and offers just

cub salaction, The dosing stretch asks rathar moes
sefiows questions stll, partkoulary i you are nursing
a cand worth prostecting.

Bast of all 5 how the course gathers s=F wwads
the dhbhouse. The ninth and elghteenth greens
it benaath i, the ke stretching out bevond.
Hamadine orginally concehed the bao as one
ancimons double green oomples;, and the rasul
s & properhy dramatic finksh. Mors usefully, the
clubhiouse terrace looks directly over baoth, which
mearts your friends can wabch you unrzved on the
fir hecde: i comifoet, drink In hand.
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PRACTICE, NOW WITH RATHER

MORE TECHNOLOGY

Pranvets 5 nok redying on the course alons. 1ts Colf
Acadamy offers exienshve practice facilities and PRA
Instruction, bt the: raal news for 2026 & the antval of
Toptracer Range tachnology.

The cxmered ditving range bays now let gotiers track
shot dala, get instant feedback, play virtual coursss and
take part In games and challenges, with shot history
stored throwgh the Toplracer app. For serkous golises, that
turres the rrngs inbo samewhens you might genuinehy
spenid an hour rather than somewhens you reluctanithy bit
twventy balk befiore tesing off. For families and beginners,
the Intesactive games make golf a good deal less
Intirmickating,.

It ks 2 smart addition, bacauss the best modenm resorts
have veorkad out that practice facilities nesd to entartain
as well a5 instnuct. Pravets has embraced the ides fully,
with the club describing Its Toptraces Installation as a first

for Bulgarta

DISCOVER BULGARIA
WITHOUT REALLY LEAVING

PRAVETS

Thieae: s akso an uresual attraction vrtually ned
dhoo. The Bulgaria Land Cultural and Historcal
Park oooupies a fourteen ame sie beside the |aks
and recreates mapor Bulgadan cultural, histoial
and natural Bndmarks in minkiee.

e thaf fifty modeE rapiesent attractions
froerm acnass the countny, Incdluding monasteras,
monuments and netural Brdmarks, ghing
vl an endertaining ash oourse in Bulgaria
wilthaust cormamitting to 2 wesk: long road tip. The
attraction opened In 2025 and nchades aviskon
canitre and souvenin shop

For farnilias staying at the resort, B s one mone
reason Pravets works as cornskdarably more thana
golf weskend.
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RATHER MORE THAN A

GOLF HOTEL

Thie other half of the squation & the Hyatt Regency Prasets Rasort iself.
Thia property offers 244 contermnporany rooms and sultes, aach lookdng
ot over efther Pravats Lake or the Balicn Mountains, alongside four
restaurants, extansive letsune faciliies and a conference centre abla
ti st ug b 500 delegates. i s lage enmgh to feel ke a proper

international resort, vet the setting stops it faeling anonyrmous. That
rritters, boo, when travelling with someone whose enthustasm for
g tends to evaporate somestens arcund the fourth tes.

The ORTLS Spa 1= 3 serious cparation In s own night, with ekght
Ereatment roims, 3 couples’ massage sulte, a VIP spa apartment, 3
Floating 5alt Peol and an Cttoman-style hammam comgete with
heated marble beds There 1s also 3 25-metre indoor swimming
paool, plus two Eennls courts oulskde for anyone wiho has not quite
exhausted thelr competiive stieak on the courss,

hood matters too, becawse no golf tp has ever been improwed
b a disapgaointing dinner. Lion & RBoss takes the more distincthe:
roe, bullt around Bulgaran culinary henkage, game, local produce
and saasonal Ingredients within an open ktchen supper dub
satting. Mercata Is the retaxed all day option, blending Bulgarian,
Mediterranean and Middle Eastern influsnces aonss buffet and & la
carte dining, with a terrace looking out ower Pravets Lake.

That Middlla Eastem Influence & a smiall bt ussful detall for golfers
travellineg from the Gull. Pravets feals distinctly Furopean, but never
urifarmdiar.
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DO NOT ALY HOME

WITHOUT SEEING SOFIA

The bigoest mistaks waoukd be: fying Into Sofia,
dridneg strakghit o Pravets and never achuclly
setting foot In the capital Sofia dessnves at least a
day of anyanes Hme.

It s one of Furope’s oldest capitals, and the
architecture tells you immedibely just how marry
chapters of histony the dty has Iived thiough,
Porman remairs si beside Orthodos churnchess,
Cttoman infiuences, communist e bulldings and 3
thowoughly modem scene of bars and estaurants. Jl
within easy walking distance of each other.

Tz bk starting point §s the enormisus
Meganider Nevsky Cathedral, one of Sofia’s defining
landmarks. The Meo-Byzantine cathedral oovers
3,170 square metras and can aocormimodats
around 10,000 peopls, making & the lages
cathedral in Bulgana and not 3 bad opening
stabement for afirst aftemoon in the oty

But Sofia's real chanm s condrast. Yiou can spend

WHY PRAVETS WORKS

T T T T T AL, T 6 e i

Prawets doss not ask you to choose bebesen a
oolf holiday, a reson beeak and a ity escape. You
can quite comfortably hawe all three. Fy into Sofia,
gpend a night exploing the capital, head upinko
the momiains, play a Petar Hamadine championship
conrse, Hinker waith wour nurmibers on the Topiaosr
ange, disappear Inko the spa for an aftamoeon, then
finish the day kooking out acmoss the lake from the
duibhiouss teprace with adrink in hand.

And berause Bukgaria remalns relatheely

the misming amieng chunches, archaeckogkal
rernains and museums, have undh somewhens
thosmaghily conbempaorary, then book wp o find
itosha Mountain dominating the shyline. Few
Furopean capitals have a mountain of that scale
practically cn thedr doorstep YHosha b easlly
reached from the oty and offers numenous hiking
oses, Uit ain huts and receational anecs for
anymine keen to stretch thelr legs beyond the
ajghteanth green.

The food scena s another pleasant sunprsa, with
traciitional Bukganan culsing sitting comiortabhy
alongside increasingly sophisticated modem
restaurants, cafiés and bars, and prices that stll feal
refreshinghy senstble comparad with Eurape’s mons
astablished capitals.

Soha b also becoming easker to reach by the
vear The apot now has direct links with dovens of
Furopean dbies as well as the UAE, making Pravets
2 far simples proposttion than marmy qolfars might

JEELIME.

undiscovened by travelling goliers, there s stll the
AR SETEAIHEY 8 VNG TR v ST g,
rather than simply folloewing evenyone dke's Binerary.
The golf coursa s good enough for the sams
Plavar vat fnendly encugh for the holiday golfer. The
esort keeps non golfers thoroughly entertained.
Sofim adds autture, nighilfe and history, while the
Balbzan Mounitains proside a backdrop that no
corstiuction budget could otherstse manfacure,
Franats Colf Chuby calls it philosophy Evenone
{an Pl O this evidencea, it s only a matter of time
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TRAVEL FILE:

GETTING TO PRAVETS

From the UAE

T Direct senvices operate betwesn
Dubsal Imternational (EE) and Solfia GOF) with
fhedubal, with a fight time of appeoximately fve to
frve and a half hours.

LT e e Wtz Ar s scheduled to begin
direct sarvices batwean Abu Dihab (AUH) and
Sofia from 25 October 2026, adding another wsefil
connection for UAE-basad golfiers.

b road, with a tbyplcal driving time of around 4%
milntess depending on trafic

DIRECT EURDOPEAN CONMECTIONS

Sofia is exceptionally well connected for a golf
weekend. Cuwrent direct routes include:

= Lomdon Heathrows: British Alrevays and Bulgaria Al
approsdmately 3 howrs 20 minutes
= |London Gatwick: direct sepdces avallable

= Manchestar: direct services avallabie

= Frankfurt: Bulgarla Alr and Lufthansa, appeosdmataly
# haours 30 to 50 minubes

= Muniche direct Lufthansa servoes
= VYienna: direct serdces with Austrian and Byanair

= Parls diract connedtions Including Charles de
Ciaulle and Orly

= Amesterdam: direct Bubgars Alr sanices,
approsdrmataly three hours

= Milan, furich, Dublin, Copenhagen, Berdin and
numesows obhear Buopean dlties ae abso directly
connected with Sofia

Fitght schedules and frequencles are seasonal and

should be checked before travel.
PRAVETS AT A GLANCE

Caalf 18-hale Patar Harradine
designed championship
OO 5E:

Par 2.

Charmplonship length | 6,470 metres

Pracice ol Aoy, extarsive
puactice faclites and
Toptracer Range

Hotal Hyyaitt Regency Pravets
Resort

Accommaodation 244 rooms and sultes

[Hrimg Four restaurants and dining
VEMLES

Wallness CIRTUS Spa, Floating
Lalt Pood, hamrmam and
25-meatre indoor pool

Other activities Tennis, fitness and Bulgarta
Land Cultural amd Historical

Satting Pravets | ake and Balkan
Mounkalrs

From Sofia Approsimatedy 45 minubes

From Sofia Arport Approsimately a5km, 45
minwtes by car

Bast sulted to Carlf bk, couplas, groups,
familles, corporate trips and
combired goibdty breaks
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